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and as I am convinced that no man is so bad a judge of the justice of a
claim as he who makes it, I trust you will not believe that I shall feel
otherwise towards you than I have always felt, with sentiments of the
greatest regard, and with an anxious wish to render you and your govern-
ment every service in my power, in whatever situation I may be placed.
. . . You will probably be surprised at my desiring a civil instead of a
military office. It certainly is a departure from the line I prefer; but I
see the manner in which military offices are filled, and I don't wish to
ask you for that which I know you cannot give me.1
What a fateful destiny lay in Lord Camden's answer. By
what a hair's-breadth were the feet of Arthur Wesley turned
from the path of obscurity, and forced back into the highway
of life.
Many and varied have been the speculations as to whether
or not he would have become famous had this request of his
been granted. " But/' as Sir Henry Taylor * sagely remarks,
" whatever greatness the Duke might have wanted apart from
circumstances, one element of greatness he must always have
had, in the absence of all that is little."2
If anybody had made a bet on the chance of Arthur getting
the post he was then seeking, the odds would certainly have
been in his favour. His family had social and political
influence, and Lord Camden was a personal friend.
The Powers of Destiny, however, would have none of it;
a furious jerk of the wheel, and the job desired by the young
Colonel went spinning into somebody else's lap. There was
nothing for it, therefore, but a soldier's life.
. One would now suppose that having been safely pulled
back into his appointed path, nothing further could draw him
out of it; yet the very next shake of the dice set his feet
once more in the wrong direction and turned him West instead
of East. For in the autumn of 1795 the 33rd was ordered to
the West Indies.
1 Brtahnont and Gleig, Vol. /, /. 22.
2 Guests and Memories, p. 32$*
* Sir Henry Taylor, 1800-86.   Poet and author.